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FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 

Wednesday,  July  26,  1916. 

6:00  A.  M. — Sunrise  prayer  meeting,  led  by  Sister  Mat- 
tie  Neal. 

10:00  A.  M. — Devotions,  led  by  Sisters  Neal  and  Harris. 
Song,  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have  ;"  silent  prayer,  followed 
by  prayer  by  Rev.  James  Higgins,  Presiding  Elder  of  St. 
Paul  District;  scripture  lesson,  Psalm  136;  song,  "Must 
Jesus  Bear  the  Cross  Alone?"  followed  by  testimony  meet- 
ing; song,  "Higher  Ground." 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  After  a 
few  remarks,  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Sims,  Pastor 
of  local  church;  song,  "Trust  and  Obey;"  scripture  lesson 
by  Sister  Jones,  1  Cor.  13th  chapter;  song,  "Love  Divine." 

The  President  then  introduced  Rev.  James  Higgins, 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  St.  Paul  District,  who  took  charge 
of  the  meeting.  Song,  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have."  Pray- 
er by  Rev.  T.  B.  Stovall.  Song,  "In  Thy  Cleft,  O  Rock  of 
Ages."  Scripture  lesson  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Stewart,  Luke 
4:1-29.    Song,  "The  Haven  of  Rest." 

Rev.  Higgins  then  preached  the  Annual  Sermon.  Text, 
Luke  4:18.  He  said:  "If  I  say  no  more,  this  verse  is  a 
sermon  in  itself.  This  chapter  tells  of  the  temptations 
of  Jesus,  an  experience  that  comes  to  each  of  us  each  day. 
We  have  not  the  same  power  that  Jesus  had  to  resist, 
but  we  are  confident  that  Jesus  helps  from  day  to  day 
to  overcome.  The  same  spirit  that  moved  Christ  moved 
the  missionary  women  to  help  the  men  on  poor  work. 
No  one  can  truly  sympathize  with  you  unless  they  have 
passed  through  the  same  ordeal  themselves.  Opposition 
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is  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  The  grace 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  helps  to  overcome  opposition." 

Prayer  by  Brother  Roberts.  Songs,  "Nearer  My  God  to 
Thee,"  "Blessed  Assurance,"  "King's  Business."  The  Holy 
Communion  was  administered  by  Rev.  Higgins,  assisted 
by  Revs.  Stewart,  Garrison,  Stovall,  Sims  and  Campbell. 
41  communed. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed: 

Credentials — Sisters  Taylor,  Owsley,  Reeves,  Hall. 

Courtesy — Sisters  Waters,  Jones,  Neal. 

The  following  persons  were  introduced:  Revs.  Stewart, 
Higgins,  Stovall,  Garrison  and  Campbell,  and  Brother 
Roberts.  Song,  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have."  Benediction 
by  Rev.  R.  C.  Campbell. 

FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 

2:00  P.  M. — Devotions,  led  by  Sister  Parthenia  Graham. 
Song,  "Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds."  Prayer  by  Sister 
Nichols.  Song,  "Blessed  Assurance."  Scripture  lesson  by 
Sister  Delacey,  John  15  chapter.  Prayer  by  Sister  Stovall. 
Song,  "Onward  Christian  Soldiers,"  followed  by  many 
spiritual  testimonies. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  Minutes 
of  the  last  session  were  read  and  adopted.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  read  and  left  open. 

The  report  of  delegates  to  Quadrennial  was  made  by 
Sister  M.  A.  Bell.  She  gave  a  brief  outline  of  the  program 
carried  out  at  the  convention.  Remarks  were  made  by 
Sisters  M.  Anderson,  Irene  Garrett,  and  Nichols.  Rev. 
Garrison  made  a  few  remarks,  after  which  he  sang  "Jesus 
Included  Me." 

.  Echoes  from  the  General  Conference  were  given  by  the 
following  persons :  Rev.  James  Higgins,  who  told  of  his 
visit  to  Bishop  Allen's  home  and  of  seeing  there  the  Bible 
and  fruniture  used  by  him  ;  Rev.  Garrison  told  of  a  member 
of  his  church  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  whose  mother  was  one 
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of  the  first  members  to  join  Bishop  Allen's  church.  Re- 
marks were  also  made  by  Sisters  Anderson,  Nichols,  Stew- 
art, B.  U.  Taylor  and  Webb. 

Paper— Sister  Delacey,  "Temperance."  She  said  in  part: 
"Temperance  is  a  1)road  word.  When'  we  hear  or  see  the 
word  we  think  of  strong  drink.  Drink  is  king,  is  a  de- 
stroyer and  a  bad  fellow.  Every  woman  should  strike 
him  hard.  We  cannot  be  clean  if  we  u,se  things  that 
destroy  health  and  life."  She  spoke  of  the  intemperance 
of  dress.  We  should  give  some  of  the  money  we  spend 
for  dress  for  missions. 

Discussion  by  Sisters  Anderson,  Birt,  Woods,  Stansberry, 
Stewart  and  Morgan,  Revs.  Stewart  and  Stoval.  Reverend 
said  he  thought  the  convention  should  go  on  record  as 
denouncing  intemperance.  Sister  Zella  Taylor  endorsed 
the  same.  Rev.  Sims  said  he  though  we  should  denounce 
card  playing  and  dancing. 

On  motion,  the  bar  of  the  convention  was  fixed  at  the 
fifth  seat. 

The  following  persons  were  introduced :  Mesdames  A.  J. 
Roberts,  Carter,  Lott,  Searles  and  Miss  Nannie  Burroughs, 
Superintendent  of  the  National  Baptist  Young  Women's 
Home,  Washington,  D.  C,  who  made  some  splendid  re- 
marks. 

On  motion,  the  convention  extended  Miss  Burroughs  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed: 

On  Finance — Sisters  Webb,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Bruce. 

On  Resolutions — Sisters  Garrett,  Harris,  Hall. 

On  Condolence — Sisters  Woods,  Stovall,  Delacey,  Camp- 
bell, Nelson. 

Auditing — Sisters  Stansberry,  Taylor,  Scott. 

Ways  and  Means — Sisters  Manley,  Birt,  Owens. 

Reporter  to  Church  Papers — Sister  T.  L.  Scott. 

The  Financial  Committee  lifted  an  offering,  amount  $1.34. 
Benediction  by  Rev.  T.  B.  Stovall. 
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FIRST  DAY— EVENING  SESSION 

Devotions,  led  by  Sister  L.  Henderson.  Songs,  "Blessed 
Assurance,"  "Beulah  Land,"  "Jesus  Included  Me,"  "Yield 
Not  to  Temptation."  Scripture  lesson,  John  14:1-13.  Song, 
"Jesus  is  All' the  World  to  Me,"  followed  by  testimonies. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Vice  President, 
Sister  L.  Henderson.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Sims.  The 
following  program  was  rendered : 

Welcome  Address  on  Behalf  of  the  Charles  Jacob's  Wom- 
an's Mite  Missionary  Society — Mrs.  F.  L.  Duckett. 
Song — "Count  Your  Blessings." 

Welcome  Address  on  Behalf  of  the  Sister  Churches — 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Murrel. 

Instrumental  Solo — Miss  Ada  E.  Sims. 

Response — Mrs.  Musadora  Anderson. 

Welcome  Address  on  Behalf  of  State — Rev.  T.  B.  Stovall. 

Response — Mrs.  Maggie  Manley. 

Annual  Address  of  the  President  of  the  Chicago  Con- 
ference Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society — Sister 
Lyda  Stewart. 

She  chose  for  a  subject,  "Called  Out."  She  gave  a  de- 
scription of  Abraham's  early  home  and  told  of  his  call  by 
God  and  of  his  obedience  and  faith.  We  must  free  our- 
selves from  conditions  as  he  did.  Women  must  do  the 
work  of  uplift.  She  spoke  of  social  service  and  child  wel- 
fare. Let  us  be  zealous  in  training  our  children.  All 
Christians  working  in  the  construction  of  character.  The 
greatest  thing  is  the  peace  between  the  soul  and  God. 

Vocal  Solo — Mrs.  Addie  Crawford  Minor. 

Song — St.  Jams  Quartette. 

The  Financial  Committee  lifted  the  offering,  amount, 
$2.84.    Benediction  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Stewart. 
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SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 

Devotions,  led  by  Sister  Esther  Stovall.  Song,  "What 
a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus."  Prayer  'by  Sister  Stovall. 
Song,  "Down  at  the  Cross."  Scripture  lesson,  Psalm  100. 
Song,  "I  am  Thine  O  Lord,"  followed  by  testimonies. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order.  Prayer  by 
Sister  Ousley.  Minutes  of  the  last  two  s'essions  were  read 
and  adopted. 

"How  to  Conduct  a  Mission  Study  Class,"  Sister  Irene 
Garrett.  She  said:  "Classes  were  for  making  better  mis- 
sionary workers.  We  can  work  better  when  we  under- 
stand the  work.  We  must  be  prepared  if  we  expect  to  do 
God's  work  intelligently.  The  facts  recorded  in  the  mis- 
sion study  course  are  based  on  the  Bible.  Students  bring 
Bibles  to  the  classes."  She  read  a  paper  sent  by  Sister 
Bertha  Cook. 

Round  Tahle  Talk — "Favorite  Passages  of  Scripture  and 
Songs  that  Have  Helped,"  Sister  Belle  Hall.  Her  favorite 
chapters  were  23rd  Psalm  and  Matt.  18;  songs,  "Jesus, 
Lover  of  My  Soul"  and  "He  Lifted  Me."  Sister  Stovall, 
ICor.  13.  Sister  Reeves,  Psalm  27:1.  Sister  Harris,  Ro- 
mans 5 ;  song,  "Jesus  is  All  the  World  to  Me."  Sister  Sims, 
1  Cor.  13  and  John  3:16;  song,  "At  the  Cross."  Rev.  Gilles, 
1  Cor.  13.  Sister  Owens,  John  3:16;  song,  "God  Will  Take 
Care  of  You."  Sister  Duckett,  song,  "He  Lifted  Me." 
Sister  Stansberry,  Psalm  37 ;  song,  "Abide  With  Me."  Sis- 
ter Anderson,  Matt.  11:28  and  John  14;  songs,  "'Tis  so 
Sweet  to  Trust  in  Jesus"  and  "I'm*  the  Child  .of  a  King." 
Sister  Nichols,  Eccl.  3:11;  song,  "Jesus  is  All  the  World 
to  Me."  Sister  Manley,  1  Cor.  13 ;  song,  "The  Solid  Rock." 
Sister  Graham,  Psalm  24;  song,  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee." 
Sister  Waters,  Romans  1:16.  Sister  Garrett,  Col.  3:17. 
Sister  Neal,  Psalm  23;  song,  "He  Leadeth  Me."  Sister 
Delacey,  Psalm  27  and  Matt.  5 ;  song,  "More  About  Jesus." 
Sister  Henderson,  1  Cor.  13  and  John  14;  song,  "God  Will 
Take  Care  of  You."    Sister  Campbell,  Matt.  28:20.  Sister 
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Morgan,  John  15;  son-.  "I  Shall,  Not  he  Moved."  Sister 
Bjrt,  Psalm  23 ;  song,  "Take  the  Name  of  Jesus  With  Von." 
Sister  Nora  Taylor,  Psalm  37:1  ;  song,  "Jesus  Savior,  Pilot 
Me."  Sister  Scott,  Psalm  1;  songs,  "I'm  Living,  on  the 
Hallelujah  Side,"  "He's  the  One"  and  "I'll  Slav  on  the 
Battling  Field."  Rev.  Sims,  song,  "Higher  Ground."  Rev. 
Stovall,  1  Cor.  13  and  Matt.  5:16;  song,  "Amazing  Grace." 
Rev.  Higgins,  Romans  8:18;  song,  "O,  For  a  Closer  Walk 
With  God." 

Report  of  District  Organizers.  All  the  organizers  were 
absent  except  Sister  Owens,  organizer  of  the  Des  Moines 
District,  whose  report  was  read  and  adopted. 

Sister  M.  Anderson  presented  a  pennant  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  had  made  to  help  raise  money  for  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  which  was  to  be  sold  for  45  cents 
each. 

Greetings  were  read  from  Mrs.  M.  S.  C.  Beckett,  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Parent   Branch  Mite'  Mis- 
sionary Society;  Sister  Susan  Allen  and  Rev  and  Mrs  II 
C.  Boyd. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read  and  on  motion  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  called 
for,  and  not  being  ready  to  report,  on  motion,  time  was 
extended. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Board  was  called  for,  and  not 
being  ready  to  report,  on  motion,  time  was  extended. 

Remarks  by  Rev.  Stewart,  suggesting  thai  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  ask  permission  of  the  Conference  that 
they  have  the  power  to  give  help  to  the  missionary  preach- 
ers during  the  year. 

Benediction  by  Rev.  T.  B.  Stovall. 

SECOND  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Devotions,  led  by  Sister  Mattie  Reeves.  Song,  "Jesus, 
Lover  of  My  Soul."    Repeating  of  the  I  ord's  prayer  in 
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concert.  Song,  "Down  at  the  Cross."  Sister  Reeves  gave 
a  brief  sketch  of  her  experience  as  a  preacher's  wife.  After 
a  number  of  spiritual  testimonies,  the  President  took  the 
chair.  Song,  "From  Greland's  Icy  Mountains."  The  fol- 
lowing were  appointed  as  Nominating  Committee :  Sisters 
Birt,  Jones,  Graham,  Owens,  Stovall,  Sims,  Hall.  Minutes 
of  the  last  session  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  rport  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  and  on 
motion  was  adopted.    (See  reports.) 

Paper — "International  Church  Federation,"  Sister  Maude 
Ross  Birt.  She  said:  "Christianity  has  influenced  art,  lit- 
erature, science,  social  and  political  life  more  than  any 
other  fact.  Christianity  refashions  the  whole  being  of 
man.  What  is  the  duty  of  Christian  denominations  work- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  world?  There  is  a  demand 
that  we  who  are  agreed  on  Christ  as  the  Savior  of  men, 
present  such  a  solid  front  to  the  non-Christian  world  that 
men  will  see  the  point  of  agreement,  Jesus  Christ,  rather 
than  the  different  interpretations  which  must  obscure  Him. 
If  we  would  move  the  world  nearer  to  God,  we  must  all 
lift  together." 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Sister  Morgan. 

Paper— "Parental  Responsibility  and  Our  Future  Cit- 
izens," Sister  Amanda  Woods.  She  said:  "Parents  are 
the  hub  of  power  and  responsibility  occupying  the  center 
of  the  family  circle.  The  genesis  of  good,  a  social  and  poli- 
tical government  must  find  ideals  in  a  well  erected  family 
circle.    Social  culture  should  begin  at  home." 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Sistrs  Birt  and  Jones 

Report  of  societies.    (See  reports.) 

Report  of  Nominating  Committee  was  read  and  adopted 
Motion  that  rule  be  suspended  and  officers  be  elected 
by  acclamation. 

Amendment  to  motion  that  report  of  Nominating  Com- 
mittee be  adopted  as  a  whole.    Amendment  carried. 
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The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President— Lyda  E.  Stewart.  R.  S. 
First  Vice  President— Zella  Davis  Taylor. 
Second  Vice  President — Mattie  Neal. 
Recording  Secretary— Minola  Asbery  Bell. 
Assistant  Secretary — Minnie  Stansberrv. 
Corresponding  Secretary— Florence  L.  Ducket t. 
Treasurer — Nora  F.  Taylor. 

Chairman  of  Executive  Board— Musadora  Anderson. 

Roll  call.    Amount  of  dues  and  joining  fees,  $1375. 

Bethel,  Grant  and  Evanston  asked  for  the  convention, 
but  Evanston  receiving  the  highest  number  of  voles,  was 
chosen  as  the  place  of  the  next  meeting,  July,  1917. 

Benediction  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Sims. 

SECOND  DAY— EVENING  SESSION 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  Song, 
"He  Included  Me."  Prayer  by  Sister  Delacey.  Song, 
"Since  Jesus  Came  Into  My  Heart."  Minutes  of  last  ses- 
sion read  and  adopted. 

Paper— "America's  Home  Problems,"  Sister  Zella  Tay- 
lor. She  said:  "These  are  multitudinous,  innumerable. 
Strife  for  highest  ideals  is  continuous.  The  greatest  fac- 
tor and  problem  in  the  world  is  industry.  God  is  pleased 
with  man's  accomplishments.  Another  potent  factor  in 
the  welfare  of  any  nation  is  education.  If  a  man  be  truly 
educated,  his  body  is  trained  and  his  soul  prospereth.  These 
are  not  the  only  problems.  Women  are  clamoring  for  the 
vote,  temperance  leaders  demand  prohibition.  The  Negro 
pleads  for  rights  as  an  American  citizen.  The  world  has 
not  accepted  Christ's  teaching  in  full.  I  know  that  our 
God  shall  use  the  faithful  people  of  a  benighted  race  to 
teach  the  world  of  mankind  the  best  and  highest  ideals  of 
Christian  living." 

Report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was  read  and  adopt- 
ed.   Song,  "Glory  to  His  Name." 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Condolence  read  and  adopted. 
Song,  "Shall  We  Meet  Beyond  the  River." 

Report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions  read.  Motion  that 
report  be  adopted  by  sections.    Motion  carried. 

Section  1  read  and  adopted.  Section  2  read  and  adopted. 
Section  3  read  and  adopted.  Section  4  read  and  on  motion 
stricken  out.  Section  5  read  and  adopted.  Section  6  read 
and  adopted.  Section  7  read  and  adopted.  Section  8  read 
and  adopted. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  as  members  of 
the  Executive  Board:  Sisters  Garrett,  Graham,  Sims  and 
Scott. 

Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Sister  Maggie  Manley. 
Chairman  of  Temperance  Committee,  Sister  Maude  Ross 
Birt. 

Motion  that  we  follow  the  program  and  close  Friday 
morning.    Motion  carried. 

Report  of  Chicago  District  read.  Sister  Nora  Taylor 
made  remarks  about  mission  house  at  Monrovia.  Collec- 
tion taken  ;  amount,  88  cents.  Remarks  by  Sister  Sims. 
Installation  of  officers  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Stewart.  Benediction 
by  Rev.  Campbell. 


THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  Song 
"He  Included  Me."  Prayer  by  Sister  Owens.  Song  "Since' 
Jesus  Came  Into  My  Heart."  Minutes  of  last  session  read 
and  adopted.  Greetings  from  Sister  A.  J.  Carey  of  Chicago 
were  read.  to 

Sister  Birt,  Chairman  of  the  Temperance  Committee 
gave  an  outline  of  her  work  and  asked  the  co-operation  of 
the  President  and  members  of  the  Branch. 
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The  increase    banners    were    awarded    the  following 
charges :  s 

First-class— Bethel,  Chicago. 
Second-class— St.  Mary's,  Chicago. 
Third-class — Gary. 

Remarks  by  Revs.  Stewart  and  Stovall,  Sisters  Taylor 
Stewart  and  Graham.  Sister  Stewart  spoke  of  different 
methods  of  raising  money. 

Sister  Nora  Taylor,  after  a  few  explanatory  remarks, 
made  a  motion  that  the  District  Banner  presented  by  Mrs. 
Bishop  Shaffer  to  be  given  to  the  Conference  Branch  in 
the  Fourth  Episcopal  District,  raising  the  largest  amount 
of  missionary  money,  and  having  been  held  by  the  Chicago 
Branch  ever  since,  be  handed  down  to  the  other  four  Con- 
ference Branches  to  be  given  to  the  one  raising  the  largest 
amount  of  money.    Motion  carried. 

The  report  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  was  read 
and  adopted.    Amount  raised  from  articles  sold,  $13.75. 

Motion  that  the  Chicago  Conference  Branch  endorse  and 
pledge  their  support  to  raise  th  funds  for  a  mission  house 
at  Monrovia,  West  Africa,  according  to  plans  presented 
by  Sister  Nora  Taylor.    Motion  carried. 

The  report  of  the  Financial  Committee  was  read  and 
adopted. 

Motion  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  Sister  Sims  for 
her  untiring  efforts  in  entertaining  the  convention.  Motion 
carried. 

Th  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Sister  Nora  Tay- 
lor :  That  the  railroad  fare  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Board  be  paid  to  the  annual 
convention.    The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  members  of  the  convention  and  visitors  present 
then  joined  hands,  and  forming  a  circle,  sang  "God  Be 
With  You  Till  We  Meet  Again."  Benediction  by  Rev.  H. 
E.  Stewart.  Adjournment. 


12 


MINUTES 


Chicago,  111.,  September  22,  1916. 

The  Chicago  Conference  Branch  Woman's  Mite  Mis- 
sionary Society  met  in  Institutional  Church.  After  a  few- 
remarks,  the  President  introduced  the  Right  Rev.  L.  J. 
Coppin,  Bishop  of  the  Fourth  Episcopal  District,  who  made 
a  few  encouraging  remarks. 

The  President  introduced  Mother  Dove,  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Chicago  Conference  Branch.  She  made  a  few 
remarks,  telling  of  her  early  experiences  in  the  church. 
She  told  how  she  with  a  few  others  organized  the  first 
A.  M..E.  Church  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Sister  Malone  was  then  introduced,  and  addressed  the 
Branch.  She  said  she  was  secretary  of  the  first  Chicago 
Conference  Branch,  and  was  later  elected  president. 

Echoes  from  the  convention  in  St.  Paul,  Sister  A.  J. 
Woods.  She  gave  a  description  of  the  journey  from  Mil- 
waukee to  St.  Paul,  and  then  in  a  very  splendid  manner 
she  gave  an  outline  of  the  program  of  the  convention  in 
M.  Paul. 

Solo-"God  Will  Provide  for  You,"  Mrs.  Musadora  An- 
derson. 

Echoes  from  the  convention  by  Sister  Minnie  Stansberry 
She  read  a  resolution  passed  at  the  convention  asking  that 
the  pastors  be  urged  to  see  that  the  missionary  money  be 
sent  to  the  convention.  y  7 

Solo-"Pass  It  On,"  Mrs.  Mary  Robinson. 

Garfe°ttV  V**"  ^  Class >"  Sister  Irene 

Garrett.    She  said:     I  am  sorry  there  are  not  more  men 

present,  as  we  are  trying  to  encourage  them  not  only  o 

become  members  of  the  missionary  societies,  but  also  to 

become  members  of  the  Mission  Study  Classes,  Tl^first 

andVTT     ,m  ChiCag°  Started  With  members 
and  finished  with  a  class  of  thirtv-ei^ht   wtj  ,  : 

the  first  course.  .  This  year  seven  rl'  c°mpleted 
«       1  ,  y       seven  classes  were  orframVfvl  • 

five  classes  graduated,  sorae  having  as  nlany  ^ 
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bers.  The  aim  is  efficiency  and  preparedness  and  to  have 
one  hundred  graduates  by  next  convention." 

By  request,  Mrs.  Nora  Taylor  sang  "Since  Jesus  Came 
Into  My  Heart,"  "He  Included  Me"  and  "Brighten  the 
Corner  Where  You  Are." 

A  communication  from  Mrs.  M.  E.  Thompson  Coppin 
was  read,  and  a  motion  was  carried  to  have  same  spread 
on  face  of  minutes  and  aswcred  by  Secretary. 

Sister  Taylor  read  a  partial  report  of  money  raised  by 
the  Branch.    Collection  taken ;  amount,  $7.50. 

Solo— "Unanswered  Yet,"  Dr.  B.  F.  Watson. 

Recitation — Sister  M.  C.  Malone. 

Rev.  Thomas,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Evans- 
ton,  was  introduced  and  made  a  few  remarks. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  reported  $4.90. 

Remarks  by  Sister  Nora  Taylor,  urging  members  of  the 
Branch  to  subscribe  for  the  Voice  of  Missions  and  organize 
Mission  Study  Classes.  She  showed  diplomas  issued  by 
the  Missiionary  Department. 

Remarks  and  benediction  by  Bishop  Coppin. 


REPORTS 

TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Chicago  Conference 

Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society: 
Greeting : — 

As^Treasurer,  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  business  of 
my  office  for  the  past  year.  First,  you  realize  that  I  can- 
not close  my  books  until  after  the  Annual  Conference 
Year  closes;  so  I  am  compelled  to  end  my  fiscal  year  the 
same  time  the  Conference  ends  theirs.  It  is  no  little  task 
to  keep  the  accounts  as  the  funds  are  gathered  now,  but 
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I  have  carefully  applied  myself  to  the  task,  as  my  books 


will  show. 

Receipts  for  1915 

Chicago  District   $  479.15 

St.  Paul  District    362.95 

Des  Moines  District    252.58 

Keokuk  District    255.39 

Contingent  Fund   19.75 

Dues  and  Joining  Fees    14.50 

Minutes   19.10 

Public  Collection    1.94 

Special  Offering   *   15.13 

Brought  Forward  from  1914    203.30 


Total   $1,672.79? 

Cash  Raised  for  1915   $1,420.67 


Disbursements  at  the  Annual  Convention  and 
Annual  Conference  $1,543.07 


Balance,  Sept.  27,  1915  $  84.96? 


Oct.  21,  1915— Received  from  Mrs.  F.  Wilson   2.25 


 $  87.22? 

Disbursed  During  the  Year 


1915. 

Oct.  24— Mrs.  M.  A.  Bell,  Delegate  $18.71 

Oct.  21 — Telegrams  to  Sisters  Duckett 

and  Allen    1 

1916. 

Jan.  11— Rev.  W.  H.  Saunders    5.00 

Feb.  21— Record  Books  and  Stationery  .  .  2.01 

Mar.  20—500  Con.  Branch  Minutes   31.25 

Mar.  31—500  Envelopes    2.00 
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Mar.  31—500  Letter-heads    2.00 

Encyclopoedia  of  A.  M.  E.  Con.  Branch.  .  10.00 
Apr.  11 — Presiding  Elder  for  Trinity 

Mission  '. .  10.00 

Total  $82.07—$  82.07 

Balance   $  5.15 


Yours  in  His  Name, 

NORA  F.  TAYLOR,  Treasurer. 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

To  the  President,  Officers  and  Memhcrs  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society: 
Greetings : — 

We  have  come  to  our  annual  feast  at  the  close  of  the 
yearly  harvest,  and  pour  our  thank-offering  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar,  which  is  Christ.  Discussions  and  reports, 
necessary  and  beautiful  as  they  may  be,  are  small  matters 
compared  to  the  uplift  and  inspiration  that  we  seek  from' 
the  conscious  presence  of  Christ  among  us.  The  past 
year  has  been  a  test  of  faith ;  we  have  been  graciously 
helped  and  strengthened  by  quiet  hours  with  the  Master. 

A  very  encouraging  feature  is  the  increase  of  Mission 
Study  Classes  that  I  am  pleased  to  report  at  this  time, 
especially  in  the  Chicago  District  presided  over  hy  Sister 
Nora  Taylor.  This  feature  of  our  work  is  putting  new 
life  into  it  and  giving  opportunity  to  young  men  and  wom- 
en to  prepare  for  useful  lives.  I  also  note  an  increase  in 
membership  and  finance  that  is  gratifying,  especially  in 
the  larger  charges.  I  credit  this- largely  to  the  friendly 
rivalry  between  the  several  societies  in  trying  for  the  prize 
banners.    This  growth  means  permanent  advance. 

One  may  well  ask,  what  have  I  done  to  make  my  society 
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better  or  worse?    The  home  work,  and  I  mean  my  home 
work,  the  work  in  our  own  Conference,  draws  heavily  on 
our  missionary  funds.      We  maintain  many  missionary 
charges  and  preachers.    We  are  responsible  also  for  a 
good  portion  of  our  foreign  work.      How  well  we  are 
.  answering  to  the  call  is  shown  in  our  1915  minutes— $725 
for  Home  Missions  and  $725  for  Foreign  work.    There  is 
a  great  need  for  assistance  for  the  foreign  work.    It  re- 
quires sacrifice,  and  if  missions  mean  anything,  they  mean 
self-denial. 

We  have  received  piles  of  letters  and  cards  from  the 
dear  workers  throughout  our  own  Conference  Branch,  be- 
sides kept  in  touch  with  several  other  Branches.  They 
have  told  of  successes  and  disappointments,  confided  in 
me  their  hopes  and  desires.    We  have  grown  together  in 
interest  and  love,  giving  me  a  larger  and  better  view  of 
mutual  work.    Our  lives  are  playing  many  tunes-some 
sweet,  some  quiet,  others  a  monotonous  hum.    Each  one 
we  meet  plays  upon  a  different  key.    O !  that  the  chord  of 
sympathy,  prompt  and  practical  might  put  our  lives  in  mo- 
tion to  be  up  and  doing  to  hear,  help  and  save. 

We  have  received  greetings  from  Sisters  Beckett,  Gor- 
don and  Graves,  from  South  Africa  and  Bermuda. 
Respectfully, 

FLORENCE  L.  DUCKETT, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

-   M    _     mjt  St-  Paul>  Minn.,  July  27,  1916. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Chicago  Conference 

Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society,  Greeting- 
report  EXeCUtlVe  E°ard  begS  leave  to  submit  'the  following 
Tuesday,  April  4,  1916,  the  board  was  called  together  by 
the  chairman,  Sister  M.  Anderson.    The  following  mem- 
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bers  were  present:  Sisters  Anderson,  Graham,  Zella  Tay- 
lor, Garrett,  Hall  and  Lyda  Stewart.  Sister  Hurd  was  un- 
able to  be  present  but  sent  a  communication  with  subjects 
for  the  program.  Sister  Garrett  was  made  secretary. 
The  program  was  outlined.  As  it  was  necessary  that  a 
communication  be  received  from  Sister  Sims  before  same 
could  be  finished,  meeting  was  adjourned  to  meet  April 
18,  at  which  which  time  the  programs  were  outlined  and 
secretary  was  notified  to  inform  participants  and  mem- 
bers of  board  asked  to  find  out  price  of  printing  same. 

The  final  meeting  was  held  April  25,  at  which  time  the 
business  relative  to  the  programs  was  finished  and  same 
turned  over  to  Sister  Stewart  to  be  printed. 

To  chairman  for  postage,  telephone  and  paper,  35  cents. 
To  Mrs.  Garrett  for  stamps  and  envelopes,  $1.50. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MUSADORA  ANDERSON; 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  ORGANIZERS. 

Chicago  District. 

To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Convention  : 
As  President  of  the  Chicago  District  Missionary  Society 
which  is  thoroughly  organized,  we  have  some  kind  of  a 
society  in  each  charge  and  we  see  to  it  that  each  point  has 
a  special  part  on  the  program  of  our  Annual  District  Con- 
vention. 

At  our  last  convention  I  appointed  Sister  Mary  Robinson 
as  organizer  of  the  Chicago  District.  She  accepted  with 
delight  I  told  her  to  report  her  work  to  the  convention. 
She  promised  to  do  so  and  if  unable  to  be  present  she  would 
send  in  her  report.  She  has  told  me  of  two  societies  under 
organization.  The  society  at  Blue  Island  matured,  as  a 
member  of- the  society  responded  to  my  call  for  the  District 
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Executive  Board.  Grant  Chapel  has  also  organized.  The 
purpose  of  our  District  Organization  is  to  stimulate  a 
greater  interest  in  the  work  of  missions  especially  in  the 
work  of  the  Conference  Branch. 

We  have  started  eight  Mission  Study  Classes  in  our  Dis- 
trict, as  follows:  Class  No.  1,  Mrs.  Bertha  Cook,  teacher; 
Class  No.  2,  Mrs.  Irene  Garrett,  teacher;  Class  No.  3,  Mrs. 
Mayme  Griffin,  teacher  inactive)  ;  Class  No.  4,  Mrs.  Irene 
Garrett,  teacher;  Class  No.  5,  Mrs.  Fannie  Wilson,  teacher; 
Class  No.  6,  Mrs.  Morgan,  teacher  ;  Class  No.  7,  Mrs.  Aliens- 
worth,  teacher;  Class  No.  8,  Mrs.  Lyda  Stewart,  teacher. 

We  have. a  large  graduating  class  this  year  and  they  will 
be  awarded  diplomas  by  the  Secretary  of  Missions,  which 
were  originated  at  our  request.  Our  convention  will  take 
place  August  23  and  24. 

Yours, 

NORA  F.  TAYLOR, 
District  President. 

Des  Moines  District. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,- July  26,  1916. 
To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society 
Greeting: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  your  consideration- 
After  another  12  months  of  battling  with  sin,  we  are 
again  m  session.    The  smoke  of  the  battle  has  passed  away 
and  the  roar  of  the  enemy's  cannon  is  in  the  dim  distance 
and  we  are  here  to  report  our  successes  and  our  failures 
We  must  not  get  discouraged ;  we  must  not  take  any  back- 
ward steps,  but  keep  under  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
we  can  never  fail.    In  this  great  mission  field  of  labor 
there  is  no  tune  to  idle ;  we  must  grasp  every  fleeting  mo- 
ment for  good  and  ever  keep  our  work  before  us  and  great 
good  will  be  achieved.    We  must  be  active,  earnest  and 
Willing  to  sacrifice  all  for  God. 


MINUTES. 


19 


The  Des  Moines  District  has  increased  in  interest  and 
through  the  pastors  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Mis- 
sionary Societies  of  the  different  charges  are  in  good  con- 
dition and  we  hope  to  have  a  good,  financial  report.  A 
great  many  of  the  small  mission  charges  in  mining  towns 
have  been  discontinued  as  the  mines  have  closed  and  the 
people  have  gone  to  other  placs.  We  had  hoped  to  have 
a  District  meeting,  but  failed  in  our  effort.  We  held  a 
short  session  at  Ottumwa  in  connection  with  the  Sunday- 
School  Convention.  We  owe  our  success  in  the  District 
to  our  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  S.  B.  Moore,  for  the  effort  he 
put  forth  in  assisting  us  in  our  organization.  As  he  leaves 
us  we  hope  God  will  go  with  him  and  crown  his  labor  with 
success.  No  one  should  he  so  happy  as  the  man  or  woman 
who  has  let  God  come  into  their  lives.  It  is  one  continual 
source  of  gladness  when  we  are  doing  something  for  our 
Redeemer.  May  we  never  tire  of  well-doing,  but  continue' 
until  the  end. 

JEMIMA  OWENS,  District  Organizer. 


REPORT  OF  SILVER  CORD  JUVENILE  SOCIETY. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  July  25,  1916. 
To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Mite  Missionary  Society,  Greet- 
ing: 

We,  the  members  of  Silver  Cord  Juvenile  Mite  Mission- 
ary Society,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Money  collected: 

March  18,  1916    $0.30 

April- 15,  1916  ..  :  27 

May  20,  1916   15 

June  17,  1916   15 

July  15,  1916   18 

Total    1.05 
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By  rally   8-25 

Grand  total    9.39 

We  have  16  members  enrolled. 

ULA  SMITH,  President. 
HORTENSE  WOODS,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

St.  Paul,  Wis.,  July  28,  1916. 

To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  So- 
ciety, Greeting: 

Through  the  guidance  of  God  we  have  been  brought  to 
another  Annual  Convention. 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Conference  request  the  Bishop 
of  the  Conference  to  order  'that  the  ministers  make  their 
annual  and  final  report  to  the  annual  Mite  Missionary  Con- 
vention in  order  that  their  reports  may  .be  made  out  and 
time  and  labor  saved. 

In  as  much  as  we  are  anxious  to  increase  the  interest 
In  our  missionary  work  of  this  conference, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Chicago  Conference  Branch 
Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society  memorialize  the  An- 
nual Conference  for  the  special  privilege  of  raising  and 
maintaining  in  the  Conference  treasury  a  special  fund  to 
be  known  as  relief  for  the  missionary  preachers., This  fund 
to  be  raised  by  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  not 
to  interfere  with  the  regular  dues  and  fees  to  meet  the 
regular  annual  assessments. 

In  every  conflict  in  this  country  our  men  have  played 
their  part  with  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  flag;  and 

Whereas  in  the  battle  at  Carrizal,  Mexico,  a  number  of 
the  Tenth  Cavalry  fell,  giving  their  life  for  this  country, 
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Resolved,  That  we  sympathize  with  their  bereaved  fam- 
ilies and  we  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Tenth  Cavalry 
and  Eighth  Rgiment  for  their  loyalty  and  devotion. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  each  and  every 
one  that  contributed  to  the  comfort  of  this  convention. 
We  especially  desire  to  thank  Rev.  and  M,rs.  Sims,  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  St.  James  A.  M.  E.  Church,  and  the 
Charles  Jacobs  Mite  Missionary  Society  for  their  cordial 
hospitality. 

Resolved,,  That  we  extend  our  beloved  President  our 
highest  appreciation  for  her  address  and  her  impartial  rul- 
ing throughout  the  sessions. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Secretaries 
for  their  efficient  service,  and  to  the  Treasurer  for  her 
efficient  service  in  handling  the  funds  of  this  convention. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  thanks  to  all  who  took  part  in 
preparing  and  serving  the  excellent  meals  during  this  con- 
vention. 

IRENE  GARRETT, 

Chairman. 

BELLE  GLOVER. 

IONE  HARRIS, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MEMOIRS. 

To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society, 
Greeting: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Memoirs,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  the  Heavenly  Father  to  remove 
from  our  midst  and  the  field  of  labor  to  their  reward  the 
following  members  of  our  society  and  members  and  friends 
of  the  Chicago  Annual  Conference:  Sisters  Nannie  Ferri- 
bee,  Edith  Mae  Owens,  Mother  Bess,  Hulda  Earley,  Hat- 
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tie  Brooks,  Emma  Barber,  Helen  Collins,  Father  A.  T.  Hall 
(the  founder  of  African  Methodism  in  the  Northwest), 
Rev.  T.  A.  Smythe  (pastor  of  Bethel  Church,  Chicago)  and 
Francis  Clinton  Anderson  (beloved  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Anderson,  pastor  of  Quinn  Chapel,  Chicago)  :  There- 
fore , 

Be  it  resolved,  That  while  we  shall  miss  them  in  our 
field  of  labor,  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of 
Him  who  doeth  all  things  well. 

"Servants  of  God,  well  done ! 
Rest  from  thy  loved  employ, 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won, 
Enter  thy  Master's  joy." 

AMANDA  WOODS, 

Chairman. 
ESTHER  STOVALL. 
CARRIE  NELSON. 
SARAH  DELACEY, 
MAUDE  ROSS  BIRT, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS  COMMITTEE. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  28,  1916. 
To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  Branch  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society, 
Greeting : 

We,  the  members  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  Chairman  of  this  committee  sent  out  31  letters  ask- 
ing donations  for  this  new  department.  Several  favorable 
replies  were  received.  The  following  places  responded: 
Quinn  Chapel,  Chicago,  two  pieces ;  Bethel,  Chicago,  seven 
pieces  ;  Evanston,  six  pieces  ;  Wayman,  Chicago,  two  pieces  ; 
Milwaukee,  two  pieces;  Kewanee,  one  piece;  Maywood, 
fourteen  pieces ;  St.  James,  St.  Paul,  six  pieces ;  Burlington, 


MINUTES. 


23 


two  pieces ;  Des  Moines,  six  pieces ;  Council  Bluffs,  $1 ; 
Albia,  four  pieces ;  Ottumwa,  one  piece. 

After  taking  an  inventory,  we  rind  that  our  display  is 
valued  at  $25.  From  the  sale  we  have  realized  $13.75. 
Our  final  report  will  be  given  at  the  Annual  Conference. 

The  following  District  Chairman  have  been  appointed: 
Chicago  District,  Mrs.  Morgan ;  St.  Paul  District,  Mrs. 
Mattie  Neal,  Keokuk ;  Keokuk  District,  Mrs.  Emma  Kidd ; 
Des  Moines  District,  Mrs.  Jemima  Owens. 

MAGGIE  MANLEY, 

Chairman. 
MAUDE  ROSS  BIRT, 

Secretary. 

FINANCIAL  REPORT. 
Chicago  District. 


Quinn  Chapel,  Chicago    $125.00 

Bethel,  Chicago    196.00 

Institutional,  Chicago    40.00 

"VVayman,  Chicago    28.15 

St.  Mary,  Chicago   33.31 

St.  John,  Chicago    12.00 

Hyde  Park,  Chicago    10.00 

Grant,  Chicago    10.00 

joliet  ,   25.00 

Gary   60.00 

Harvey    2.00 

Morgan  Park   '.   5.00 

Blue  Island  .  . :   5.00 

Trinity,  Chicago    5.00 

Chicago  Heights    . . 

St.  James,  Chicago    3.00 

Turner  Mission,  Chicago  50 


Total    559.96 
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St.  Paul  District. 

St.  James,  St.  Paul  •  •  $97.50 

St.  Peter,  Minneapolis    91.00 

St.  James,  Minneapolis    •  •  •  . 

Evanston   •••  80.00 

Milwaukee   12.00 

Elgin   6.00 

Duluth   5.00 

Madison  \   9.51 

Beloit   -   30.00 

Delevan   . .  „  r  . . 

Glencoe   10.00 

Rockford    •  10.00 

Walkegan   20.00 

Racine   2.00 

Lake  Forest   . .  . . 

Superior    .... 

St.  Paul  Mission     2.00 


Total    375.01 

Keokuk  District. 

St.  Stephen,  Chicago    $85.00 

Keokuk   26.00 

Galesburg    50.00 

Monmouth   15.00 

Burlington   12.00 

CIinton   15.10 

Davenport    14.00 

Moline    10.00 

Rock  Island    12  00 

Kewanee   5^50  • 

Dubuque   2  00 

Fort  Madison    1  5q 

Aurora    10.00 

LaSranSe    1.00 
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Maywood   400 


Total    261.00 

Des  Moines  District. 

Des  Moines    $79.00 

Buxton    14.00 

Ottumwa    36.00 

Clarinda    20.50 

Albia  .  V.  16.27 

Council  Bluffs    9.00 

Sioux  City    15.00 

Newton   2.60 

Boone   6.00 

Marshalltown    .... 

Carney  and  Oralabor   ..  .. 

East  Des  Moines    ■  6.00 

Mt.  Pleasant    12.00 

Fairfield   5.00 

Washington    10.00 

Muscatine    .  .  . . 

Io\va  City   8.00 

Cedar  Rapids   -   12.00 

Oskaloosa    2.50 

Yankton,  S.  D   8.00 

Mrs.  Maria  Moore    6.00 


Total    275.87 

Recapitulation. 

Chicago  District    $559.96 

St.  Paul  District    375.01 

Keokuk  District    261.10 

Des  Moines  District    275.87 


Total  from  charges 


1,471.94  $1,471.94 
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From  Minutes    $22.50 

Contingent    21.85 

Dues  and  Joining  Fees   23.00 

Public  Collection    12.57 

Ways  and  Means  .-  18.75  ' 

Delegate  Fund    2.50 

Brought  forward    5.15 

  106.32 


Grand  total    1,531.36 

Disbursements. 

Mrs.  Lyda  Stewart,  President,  expenses    $40.14 

Minola  A.  Bell,  Secretary    30.50 

Mrs.  Nora  F.  Taylor,  Treasurer   36.00 

Mrs.  M.  Anderson,  Chairman  of  Executive  Board.  4.05 

Charles  Jacobs,  M.  M.  S.,  Contingent   20.00 

Mrs.  M.  Stansberry,  Assistant  Secretary    1.50 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Duckett,  Corresponding  Secretary   2.50 

Mrs.  M.  Manley    9q 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Henderson    45 

To  Parent  W.  M.  M.  S   726.00 

• 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  21,  1916 
To  the  Woman's  Mite  Missionary  Society,  Chicago  Con- 
ference, Greeting: 
Dear  Sisters :  With  this  I  send  greetings,  and  best  wishes 
for  an  unusual  amount  of  success  during  the  coming  year 
I  heartily  desire  to  be  associated  with  you  in  all  that  you  do 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ 

In  our  work  for  the  Master,  I  pray  for  union  of  hearts 
and  hands.    We  cannot  afford  to  be  separated  in  purpose, 
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or  to  promulgate  selfish  aims.  We  sow  that  others  may- 
reap,  and  it  is  for  us  to  sow  good  seed,  that  our  children 
may  rise  up  and  call  us  blessed,  when  their  garners  are 
filled  with  ripened  grain. 

We  are  proud  of  our  grand  old  Church,  and  it  is  for  us, 
the  women,  who  bear  the  children  and  give  to  them  their 
early  impressions  which  last  throughout  life,  to  see  to  it 
that  the  banner  under  which  we  enlist  is  kept  free  from 
stain.  Our  lives  must  mean  examples  for  our  youth  ;  and 
in  our  eagerness  to  render  good  reports,  we  must  not  for- 
get "the  best."  One  soul  saved  from  sin  and  despair  is 
more  than  many  thousand  who  have  no  need. 

Our  greatest  responsibility  lies  closest  to  us — the  lives 
of  our  own  children.  My  plea  is  ever  for  the  child  and 
we  must  be  strong  enough  to  train  our  own  children  in  the 
way  of  our  grand  old  Church.  We  must  make  it  so  real, 
so  much  a  part  of  their  lives  and  ours  that  they  do  not 
care  to  go  in  quest  of  strange  gods. 

Purity  of  purpose,  peace  and  harmony,  with  an  eye  sin- 
gle to  the  glory  of  God  alone,  will  accomplish  this  and 
instill  into  the  lives  of  those  who  follow  in  our  footsteps 
the  desire  for  emulation.' 

I  hope  for  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  meeting  with  you 
in  your  gathering  at  an  early  date.  For  the  present  you 
have  my  best  representative  with  you  and  1  commend  him 
to  your  care,  while  my  prayers  ascend  for  the  good  of 
my  people  every  where,  and  of  this  Conference  in  particu- 
lar.   Believe  me,  my  dear  sisters,  to  be 

Yours,  in  His  name, 

M.  E.  THOMPSON-COPPIN. 


ANNUAL  DUES. 

1  The  following  persons  paid  dues: 

Sisters  L  E.  Stewart,  Minola  Bell,  Nora  Taylor,  E.  Jackson, 
E.  Daniels,  M.  Lane,  C.  Gordon  (50c),  M.  Stansberry,  C.  Hubbard, 
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A  Sims  (50c),  B.  Searcy,' A.  J.  Woods,  A.  Ousley,  M.  Owens  (50c), 
F  L  Duckett  (50c),  M.  Griffin,  J.  Drew-Martin  (50c),  Cordelia 
Lowery,  Edith  Owens  (deceased),  O.  Penn,  L.  A.  Henderson,  I. 
Garrett,  M.  Moore,  Rt.  Rev.  L.  J.  Coppin,  M.  E.  Thompson-Coppin, 
S  Coleman,  M.  Manley,  J.  Brown,  Medora  Dixon  (50c),  J.  P. 
Coats,  F.  Wilson,  B.  Hall,  J.  Folks,  Z.  D.  Taylor,  N.  Lewis,  S.  E. 
Cooper,  H.  Garrison,  C.  B.  Waters,  S.  J.  Morgan,  May  Jones,  M. 
Reeves,  T.  L.  Scott,  M.  Neal,  E.  Stovall,  M.  Anderson,  S.  Delacey, 
I.  Graham,  Lydia  Hunt,  J.  Williams,  S.  McGowan,  C.  Woodfork, 
C.  Webb,  lone  Harris  (50c),  Belle  Glover  (50c),  M.  F.  Nichols 
(50c),  C.  Nelson  (50c),  M.  O'Bannon  (50c),  K.  Bruce  (50c),  M. 
Hickey  (50c),  M.  Ross-Birt  (50c),  J.  Bess,  N.  Easley,  S.  Hurd,  B. 
Ward-Snelson,  Ida  Wharton,  Ida  Butler,  S.  King,  H.  Smith,  E. 
'Williams,  M.  Allen  ($1),  P.  Augustus,  L.  Cole  (50c),  J.  Miller  (55c), 
R.  B.  Montgomery  (50c),  Revs.  S.  B.  Moore,  J.  H.  Garrison,  Mays, 
Mr.  J.  Boss  (50c),  Mrs.  A.  Hannon  (50c),  Mrs.  N.  Porter  (25c),  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Taylor  (25c). 


To  the  Bishop  and  Conference  : : 

We  wish  to  thank  the  pastors  for  their  hearty  co-opera- 
tion, the  presidents  for  their  noble  endeavors,  the  members 
for  their  loyal  support,  the  presiding  elders  for  their  in- 
fluence, and  the  Heavenly  Father  for  His  divine  guidance. 
We  hail  with  delight  the  coming  of  Rt.  Rev.  L.  J.  Coppin 
as  Bishop  to  our  work,  and  we  feel  that  he  and  his  good 
wife  will  be  a  valuable  asset  to  this  work  of  the  entire 
District.  Of  the  69  charges  enrolled  only  29  reported  to 
the  annual  convention  in  July.  Our  work  is  retarded  by 
those  who  fail  to  report.  We  ask  that  every  society  and 
charge  in  the  Conference  send  their  Mite  Missionary  Mon- 
ey to  the  annual  convention  held  in  July.  Make  all  money 
orders  payable  to  the  Conference  Branch  Treasurer.  Re- 
ceipts will  be  sent. 


TREASUER'S  REPORT. 


Total  Receipts  By  Districts. 


Increase. 


Chicago  District 
St.  Paul  District 


$579.76 
386.86 


$86.21 
40.21 
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Keokuk  District    268.40  6.31 

Des  Moines  District    283.27  24.72 

Total  by  District  from  charges    1,518.29 

Received  by  Districts    $1,518.29 

Public  offering    12j7 

Quadrennial  fund    2.50 

Dues  and  joining  fee    23.00 

Ways   and   Means    *°*75 

Brought  forward   '  .   *>.15 

Grand  total  ,   1,580.26 

Disbursements. 

To  Parent  Body   ....r   $72600 

To  Finance  Committee  (Home  work)    625.00 

1  "U  04 

To  Convention  expenses    ut.vrt 

fv  Total  :  '   -  1,487,04 

Tou.   recces   ■  

Total  disbursements    i.te/.w 

Balance  in  treasury   

NORA  TAYLOR, 

Treasurer. 


.    PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 
CALLED  OUT. 

The  call  came  to  Abraham  dwelling  in  the  plaines  of  Meso- 
potamia in  the  city  of  Ur;  a  city  noted  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
arts  and  sciences,  where  astronomers  watched  the  heavens  and 
scribes  wrote  on  tablets  of  stone.  There  was  even  then  in  Egypt, 
Palestine  and  Babylon  a  remarkable  civilization.  The  pyramids 
had  been  built.  They  lived  in  fortified  cities  where  commerce 
and  arts  flourished,  and  they  were  possessed  of  musical  instru- 
ments, agricultural  implements,  sun  dials,  golden  vessels  and 
other  objects  that  go  with  an  advanced  state  of  c.v.l.zat.on. 
With  all  of  this  material  progress,  however,  there  had  been  a 


30 


MINUTES. 


steady  decline  in  spiritual  religion  as  well  as  in  morals.  They 
worshipped  the  heavenly  bodies,  forces  of  nature,  animals,  heroes, 
graven  images  and  their  own  ancestors.  The  faith  taught  be- 
fore the  flood  was  forgotten,  from  which  fact  we  infer  that  men, 
if  left  to  themselves,  will,  without  supernatual  influence,  con- 
stantly decline  in  those  virtues  upon  which  the  strength  of  man 
is  built  anfl  without  which  he  cannot  exist. 

Why  did  not  art,  science,  philosophy  and  literature  save  Greece 
and  Rome?  Why  did  gross  superstition  so  speedily  obscure  the 
intellect,  the  infamous  vices  undermine  the  moral  health.  Among 
the  pagan  idolaters  Abraham  lived  75  years.  From  such  influence 
he  was  nccessari  ly  removed,  that  he  might  be  the  founder  of  a 
great  nation,  with  the  promise  that  in  him  all  nations  of  the 
earth  should'  be  blessed.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  faith— a 
faith  so  exalted  and  pure  that  it  was  accounted  unto  him  for  right- 
eousness ;  so  profound,  that  it  was  followed  by  unhesitating  obe- 
dience to  God's  commands.  He  was  ready  to  go  wherever  he  was 
sent. 

As  Abraham,  surrounded  by  conditions  that  would  hinder  his 
mission,  had  to  detach  himself  from  them,  so  we,  as  Christian 
workers,  must  free  ourselves  from  that  which  will  hinder  our 
consecration  to  the  consideration  of  schemes  for  the  redemption 
of  the  world. 

We,  as  Christian  workers,  have  many  problems  to  face,  and  as 
members  of  this  particular  race  find  ourseslves  confronted  with 
peculiar  questions.  The  W.  M.  M.  S.,  being  composed  of  conse- 
crated women,  women  with  burning  zeal  to  see  the  Redeemer's 
Kingdom  spread,  must  do  the  work  in  uplift  that  our  women's 
clubs  and  other,  organizations  fail  to  do  because  they  rely  not 
on  spiritual  power,  but  depend  upon  things  of  the  world  to  lift 
fallen  humanity. 

'    Social  Service. 

There  never  was  a  time  when  more  thought  and  effort  is  being 
given  to  the  solution  of  social  problems  than  at  the  present.  All 
classes  of  society  are  coming  to  see  that  there  is  a  need  of 
social  adjustment.  The  abolition  of  child  labor  opens  up  the 
great  subject  of  child  welfare  which  is  being  agitated  and  studied 
all  over  the  country.  Teaching  the  mothers  how  to  feed  and  care 
for  their  babies  is  a  plendid  work  that  is  being  done  by  both 
federal  and  municipal  authorities.  Child-caring  and  child-place 
agencies  are  looking  after  dependent  children.  The  juvenile 
court  is  looking  a'fter  the  delinquent,  demonstrating  that  by  bet- 
ter training,  supervision  and  home  conditions,  delinquency  can 
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be  prevented.  The  feebleminded,  defective  child  is  being  cared 
for  in  special  institutions ;  organized  charities  are  dealing  with 
the  subject  of  poverty.  The  relief-giving  agencies  of  the  clnirches 
are  rapidly  recognizing  the  fact  tlfat  their  giving  must  be  done 
along  scientific  lines  if  we  are  to  help  others  along  social  linos, 
but  social  service  does  not  solve  the  problem.  Miss  Nancy  Bur- 
roughs said  in  her  report  at  the  National  Baptist  Association : 
"The  form  of  social  service  that  is  managed  by  social  elites  as  a 
fad  is  far  more  destructive  than  construtcive."  If  people  cannot 
be  attracted  wihout  dancing  or  other  social  amusements  that  have 
earned  a  bad  name  for  themselves,  then  let  the  settlement  work 
go.  A  religion  of  social  service  without  Christ  at  the  head  of 
it  and  in  it  is  the  Devil's  modernized'program  on  which  he  uses 
the  social  artist  to  give  the  touch  of  respectability  to  his  sin- 
steeped,  ramshackle  ranch.  We  have  absolutely  no  faith  in  the 
"dancing  under  wholesome  influence"  argument.  The  thing  itself 
is  demoralizing,  and  no  air  of  respectability  given  it  will  convert 
a  single  profligate.  What  the  masses  need  is  the  Gospel  and  there 
is  no  substitute  for  it.  What  the  social  service  scheme  needs  is 
consecrated,  educated  women  witli  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts, 
common  sense  and  courage  and  faith  to  sustain  them  as  they  go 
down  and  lift  up  those  who  are  stumbling  for  the  lack  of  light  in 
which  to  walk.  Christ's  promise  is  "And  I,  if  1  be  lifted  up,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  me."  What  greater  force  can  there  be  than  (lie 
ensecrated  Christian  missionary  workers  in  helping  to  lift  up 
Jesus  ? 

In  every  community  there  arc  many  diamonds  in  the  rough. 
Let  us  be  zealous  in  training  our  young  people  how  to  conduct 
themselves  public  places — on  the  streets  and  in  the  cars.  Lead 
them  to  see  that  the  weal  or  woe  rests  on  their  shoulders  and 
that  soon  all  of  the  affairs  of  the  race  rest  in  their  hands. 

In  Eastern  countries  tapestry  weavers  are  ofttimes  unable  to 
complete  the  extensive  pieces  of  workmanship  during  their  life- 
time, but  as  one  dies  another  picks  up  the  thread  and  weaves  on 
according  to  the  original  design.  Is  it  not  so  with  evangelists, 
missionaries  and  ministers?  They  labor  and  another  enters  into 
their  labors.  One  soweth  and  another  reapeth.  How  beautiful  is 
the  thought  that  all  Christians  are  working  together  in  the  con- 
struction of  character  that  like  a  vast  mosaic  will  adorn  the  walls 
of  Heaven.  We  pick  up  the  thread  another  has  dropped  and 
weave  on  after  the  beautiful  pattern  of  the  Divine  Designer — 
weaving  the  Rose  of  Sharon,  Christ  the  Redeemer,  the  Bright 
and  Morning  Star;  weaving  the  dark  background  of  suffering 
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that  the  flowers  and  figures  of  self-sacrifice  may  become  more 
brilliant.  The  weavers  of  tapestry  work  on  the  dull,  wrong  side 
and  often  never  behold  the  completed  masterpiece.  So  many 
weavers  of  character  see  only  the  somber,  uninteresting  side  of 
their  life's  toil.  The  beautiful  coloring  and  artistic  form  will 
not  be  seen  until  the  whole  piece  is  finished. 

The  God  of  War  still  holds  sway  and  when  the  next  bolt  strikes 
none  can  tell.  One  of  the  saddest  results  of  the  European  con- 
flict has  been  the  plunging  of  innumerable  families  into  penury 
through  the  loss  of  their  natural  provider  and  protector.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  are  over  4,000,000  orphans  and  widows,  with 
the  number  increasing  each  day.  Affairs  have  reached  the  point 
in  the  war  where  it  has  become  increasingly  evident  that  there 
is  no  justification  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  combatant  powers  for 
continuing  the  ghastly  sacrifice  of  human  lives.  Can  our  hearts 
be  full  of  peace  with  the  world  so  full  of  war?  It  will  be  a  beau- 
tiful thing  when  peace  settles  down  upon  earth  again ;  but  peace 
among  nations  is  not  earth's  greatest  blessing,  no'r  peace  between 
man  and  man,  but  peace  between  each  soul  and  God.  That  is  why 
Jesus  came  to  earth,  and  from  our  souls  and  our  lips  shall  go  forth 
the  call  of  God's  peace. 

God  has  an  ideal  for  each  individual  life.  Just  as  no  two  pieces 
of  pottery  in  the  potter's  workhouse  are  just  alike  in  form  and 
coloring,  figure  and  ornamentation,  so  God  gives  a  distinctive 
individuality  to  each  soul.  He  puts  in  the  colors  of  joy,  peace, 
gentleness,  kindness  and  charity.  He  places  us  in  the  fire's  puri- 
fication that  His  work  may  abide  forever.  In  the  past  year  we 
have  heard  incessant  talk  about  preparedness.  But  what  does 
preparedness  mean?  What  mean  these  monster  preparedness 
parades?  Army  and  navy  officers  aspiring  for  promotion  which 
war  alone  can  give  them,  munitions  manufacturer  and  self-seek- 
ing politicians  have  started  the  cry  "May  God  protect  us  from 
the  fate  of  Europe  and  her  preparedness.'.'  The  peace  advocates 
believe  in  preparedness  to  preserve  life  rather  than  to  destroy 
it.  They  believe  in  preparedness  for  peace  rather  than  prepared- 
ness for  war.  We  have  spent  $3,000,000.00  a  year  since  1886  for 
military  purposes.  What  we  want  is  efficiency  in  spending  these 
vast  sums.  Let  Europe  speak  to  America  tonight ;  let  the  stricken 
mill  ions  of  Albania,  Armenia,  Poland  and  Belgium, — innocent 
countries  that  did  not  want  war— let  Germany,  England,  France, 
Russia,  that  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord  entered  war — let 
them  speak,  and  they  would  cry  out  to  America,  "Hold  fast  to 
your  peace."   What  would  not  Europe  give  for  our  peace  tonight? 


MINUTES. 


33 


S»5K  f  i  k  "  datC  h3S  bCCn  ^5-«»,000.000  in  money  and 
3,000.000  of  the  best  men  of  the  continent,  and  vet  the  warring 
nations  are  seemingly  no  nearer  to  an  agreement  than  at  the 
beginning.  America  can  best  fulfill  her  mission  in  the  world  by 
seeking  to  lead  the  warring  nations  back  to  the  paths  of  peace 
ine  cost  of  bring  a  single  dreaduaught  is  $20,000.00.  The  nghtinir 
nations  are  piling  up  war  debts  that  will  crush  the  spirit  of  pos- 
terity. Is  it  possible  that  our  nation  wishes  to  prepare  for  such 
a  fate  as  th.s?  As  long  as  preparedness  for  war  is  in  yogue  no 
nation  is  going  to  rest  until  it  outdoes  the  other  in  efficiency 
of  armament.  Hence  there  will  be  no  rest.  Let  America  spend 
her  money  in  spreading  education,  in  enlightening  the  ignorant 
m  dissemination  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  the  Prince  of  Peace' 
m  succoring  the  miserable  and  serving  humanity,  rather  than 
in  preparing  more  efficient  means  of  human  destruction 


Alcohol  and  Child  Life 

There  is  a  great  army  of  child  criminals  in  our  land  for  which 
we  provide  Juvenile  Courts  and  child  penal  institutions.  If  the 
energy  used 'to  help  improve  the  condition  of  these  unfortunate 
children  had  been  used  to  destroy  the  thing  that  makes  such 
children  possible,  much  more  could  have  been  accomplished  for 
the  betterment  of  the  race. 

The  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  gave  Dr.  T.  Alexander 
MacNicholl,  surgeon  of  the  Red  Cross  Hospital,  the  task  of  in- 
vestigating the  deficiency  of  school  children.  Fifty-five  thousand 
children  were  below  the  standard  of  intelligence,  17  per  cent  were 
dullards,  25  per  cent  were  very  deficient  and  16  per  cent  nearly 
deficient. 

The  family  history  of  3,711  children  was  traced  for  three  genera- 
tions. Of  the  children  of  abstaining  parents  and  grandparents  only 
4  per  cent,  were  dullards,  where  of  the  children  of  abstaining 
parents  but  drinking  grandparents,  78  per  cent  were  dullards. 
These  cases  are  multiplied  by  research  in  Europe  as  well  as 
America.  All  agree  that  alcohol  is  responsible  to  an  alarming 
degree  for  idiocy,  epilepsy,  feeblemindedness,  and  all  mental  de- 
ficiencies in  children. 

In  Bavaria,  the  greatest  beer  drinking  country  in  the  world, 
the  death  rate  among  babies  is  300  to  each  1,000,  the  highest  in 
the  world. 

No  greater  shame  can  rest  upon  a  government  than  that  it 
fosters  and  protects  an  institution  that  robs  children  of  their 
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possibility  of  development,  and  the  ability  to  stand  equal  with 
more  favored  ones  in  an  attempt  to  become  honorable  citizens. 

Temperance 

No  other  question  is  so  heavily  fraught  with  the  weal  or  woe 
of  the  people  then,  "How  shall  we  deal  with  the  liquor  traffic 
which  robs  childhood,  embitters  womanhood,  disgraces  manhood 
and  destroys  and  curses  society?"  The  wonder  is  that  the  saloon 
is  allowed  to  remain  anywhere  in  the  land  over  which  floats  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  emblem  of  the  brave  and  free.  The  temperance 
wave  is  sweeping  over  the  country  and  soon  will  give  us  a  law 
that  will  stop  the  manufacture  of  intoxicanting  liquor;  for,  man 
loves  his  home  and  children  and  desires  for  them  the  highest 
happiness  and  prosperity.  National  prohibition  is  what  we  want 
and  what  we  will  have.  No  man  should  be  allowed  to  capitalize 
the  weakness  of  his  unfortunate  brother. 

Segregation  and  Discrimination 

Another  evil  which  faces  us  is  segregation  and  discrimination, 
and  the  solution  largely  rests  with  the  mothers  and  Christian 
workers.  If  the  Negro  was  not  so  optimistic  he  would  certainly 
be  disheartened,  being  compelled  as  he  is  to  pay  taxes  and  then 
pushed  to  the  back  streets  and  unimproved  sections  of  the  town. 
Not  to  have  the  right  to  enjoy  the  municipal  parks  and  bathing 
beaches. 

So  let  it  be  in  God's  own  might, 
We  gird  us  for  the  coming  fight, 
And  strong  in  Him  whose  cause  is  ours, 
We  grasp  the  weapon  He  has  given, 
And  pray  for  faith  as  high  as  our  banner. 


